
Lesson 5

Apostles Prophets And 

“Evangelists”



Introduction

• Two basic relationships

– Christian’s relationship to Christ

– Christian’s relationship to fellow Christians

• “Special” relationships

• Two categories –

– First century– Establish Christianity

– For the Kingdom – for the church



First Century Relationships

• It was he who gave some to be apostles, some 
to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and 
some to be pastors and teachers, (Eph. 4:11)

• Temporary with a limited mission
– Apostles, Prophets and Evangelists

• For the church
– Pastors and teachers 

– To prepare God's people for works of service, so 
that the body of Christ may be built up (Eph. 
4:12)



Hermeneutic Factor  

• The instructions to the apostles, prophets and 
evangelists
– Special instructions for special servants
– Principles apply to all
– Details requires careful application

• Example
– Mark 16:15 (NIV) 

He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the 
good news to all creation. 

– The apostles (each one) were trained and assigned to 
go

– The principle – God wants the world to hear the Gospel 
and Christians must spread the word, but not each one 
must be a missionary.



Apostles

• Selected, trained and taught by Christ

• Empowered by the Holy Spirit at Pentecost

• “Ye shall be my witnesses”
– But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 

comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth.“ (Acts 1:8)

• Inspired men to reveal the “mystery” of the 
gospel
– Salvation for both Jew and Gentile



Apostle’s Authority

• “For building you up”

– For even if I boast somewhat freely about the 

authority the Lord gave us for building you up 

rather than pulling you down, I will not be 

ashamed of it. (2 Cor. 10:8)

– This is why I write these things when I am 

absent, that when I come I may not have to be 

harsh in my use of authority--the authority the 

Lord gave me for building you up, not for tearing 

you down. (2 Cor. 13:10)



Leadership Style

• By example, not by dictatorial authority
– Follow my example, as I follow the example of 

Christ. (1 Cor. 11:1)

– Not that we lord it over your faith, but we work 
with you for your joy, because it is by faith you 
stand firm. (2 Cor. 1:24)

• By appeal, not intimidation 
– Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's 

mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy 
and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of 
worship. (Rom. 12:1 )

– We implore you on Christ's behalf: (2 Cor. 5:20)



Ambassadors For Christ

• We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as 
though God were making his appeal through 
us. (2 Cor. 5:20)

• Not any sort of ecclesiastical board with 
management powers

• The apostles functioned mostly separately   

• Paul was an apostle approx. 3 yrs.  before he 
met other apostles

• Paul and Peter worked among the Gentiles



Cooperative Effort

• The Antioch Issue
– Some from Jerusalem were binding circumcision on the gentile 

Christians

• Antioch representatives commissioned 
– Paul and Barnabas & some believers

• Received “of the church, the apostles and the elders” (Acts 
15)

• “It seemed good to us having come to one accord”



Their Mission

• Entrusted with the gospel

– God’s power unto salvation

• Empowered with the Spirit that humbled them

– The real power for accomplishing their mission was the message

• Not through managing people, but by changing them by the 
word of God



Their Work

• Preaching and teaching the gospel message

– For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to 

preach the gospel--not with words of human 

wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its 

power. (1 Cor. 1:17)

• Starting churches and teaching them

– Paul’s  missionary journeys



Their Work (cont.)

• Preparing leaders for the churches
– Paul and Barnabas appointed elders for them in each church and, 

with prayer and fasting, committed them to the Lord, in whom they 
had put their trust. (Acts 14:23)

– From Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the church. 
(Acts 20:17)

– Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy 
Spirit has made you overseers. (Acts 20:28)



Paul’s Work

• Philippi 

– Lydia – the seller of purple
One of those listening was a woman named Lydia, a dealer in 
purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, who was a worshiper of 
God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul's message. 
(Acts 16:14) 

– The Jailer – what must I do
– "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved--you and 

your household." Then they spoke the word of the Lord to 
him and to all the others in his house. (Acts 16:31-32)



Paul’s Work

• Thessalonica 

–He reasoned with them from the 
Scriptures, explaining and proving that the 
Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead. 
"This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the 
Christ, (Acts 17:2-3)



The “Power” Message

• Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for 

wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling 

block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to 

those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, 

Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. (1 

Cor. 1:22-24)

• The Jews looked for God in miraculous signs

• The Gentiles looked for God in human wisdom

• The power message is “Christ Crucified”



Evangelists

• Preachers of the gospel- special?? 

• Philip identified as an evangelist

– Leaving the next day, we reached Caesarea and stayed at 

the house of Philip the evangelist, one of the Seven. He 

had four unmarried daughters who prophesied. (Acts 

21:8-9)

– Preached in Samaria – in all the cities to Caesarea 

– Preached to the eunuch

• Timothy was described as an evangelist

– But you, keep your head in all situations, endure 

hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the 

duties of your ministry. (2 Tim. 4:5)



The Prophets

• Special work - building up God’s people

– Judas and Silas, who themselves were prophets, said 

much to encourage and strengthen the brothers. (Acts 15: 

32)

– In the church at Antioch there were prophets and 

teachers: (Acts 13:1)

• God’s special messengers

– During this time some prophets came down from 

Jerusalem to Antioch. One of them, named Agabus, stood 

up and through the Spirit predicted that a severe famine 

would spread over the entire Roman world. (Acts 11:27-

28)



Observations

• None of the Apostles, Prophets or Evangelists were about 
lording- over the Christians

• There was no move to establish an ecclesiastical board with 
management powers

• Their purpose was to take the message of a savior to the 
people.

• They were about building up, not tearing down.



Next Lesson

• Other “special” servant relationships

• Elders, pastors, bishops

• Deacons, ministers

• Teachers, evangelists



In all of the New Testament there are only three 

references to the authority of an apostle. In each case 

the reference is followed immediately by the words, 

“Which the Lord gave for building you up, and not for 

tearing you down.”

Build up the local 

church by 

building up the 

local Christians

.


